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Written and performed by Patricia Buckley, "Evolution" is a taut, 
creative, multi-character, one-woman show that will make you 
laugh as well as jolt your serious sensibilities.  
Not unlike British comedian Tracy Ulmann's multi-character 
portraits, Buckley is spot on in her portrayals of two dissimilar 
sisters (Minnie and Pammy) and their mother. 
Aside from its searing, comedic dialogue, the play makes great use 
of music, dance, and pantomime. Its opening sequence, void of 
word, is a nicely choreographed piece of pantomime, set to a 
contemporary jazz recording, in which we are brought into the 
disturbed world of Minnie who suffers from some mysterious 
psychological illness. 
Mother is a finely-drawn caricature of a well-meaning mother who 
has to look on the bright side of situations in order to survive them. 
She has the funniest lines in the show as she enumerates the 
many prescriptions that Minnie has had for her illness, as well as 
declarations like, "Gee, these are supposed to be my Golden 
Years--but they're more like copper, or iron, or...". 
Pammy, the somewhat estranged sister and paleontologist of some 
note, is forced back home by familial guilt to somehow get a handle 
on her sister's condition, as well as her mother's ineffectual 
handling of the situation. 
As if this dysfunctional brew wasn't heady enough stuff, this 
melange of comedy, tragedy, music and movement is framed 
around the ambiguity of the evolution of whales reversing directions 
at a particular time when they returned to the sea, instead of 
following a more evo-logical path like other mammals did. 



At first, the whale/evolution metaphor seems whacky on the 
surface, but as the characters' experiences emerge, it's quite 
appropriate, especially given the professional expertise of one of 
the sisters. It also seems to fit with how the past experiences are 
explored by the characters, whereby the past emerges through 
memories that are kindled by seemingly unimportant objects like an 
old doll or a hat. 
Buckley's finely-drawn characters are interesting because we feel 
we know them, and that is the crux as to why this play works so 
well on several levels. 
"Evolution", with its specific, precise direction by Leslie Noble, 
wonderful, inventive music by modern composer Marc Mellits, and 
evocative scenic design by Kristi McKay and Katrin Naumann with 
lighting design by John Czajkowski is a very different, delightful 
evening of theater that challenges as much as entertains. 
 
Details: Length of Performance: 90 minutes, no intermission. 
Attendance: Approx. 50 on a snowy, opening night 
Family Guide: Mature high schoolers will "get" it, but not for 
younger kids. 
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